Universal Magnet Fishing Safety & Legality
Checklist

This checklist is designed to help magnet fishing enthusiasts ensure a safe and legal
experience. Always prioritize safety and respect local regulations.

Before You Go

Research Local Laws: Check state, county, and city regulations for your specific
magnet fishing location. Pay attention to rules regarding public waterways, state parks, and
historical sites.

Permits: Determine if any permits are required (e.g., Indiana DNR permit, lllinois fishing
license for some areas). Obtain all necessary permits before starting.

Private Property: If magnet fishing near private land, obtain explicit permission from the
landowner.

Weather Check: Ensure safe weather conditions. Avoid strong currents, storms, or
extreme temperatures.

Inform Someone: Let a friend or family member know where you are going and when
you expect to return.

Essential Gear

Strong Magnet & Rope: Ensure your magnet is securely attached to a durable rope.
Heavy-Duty Gloves: Protect your hands from sharp objects, rust, and contaminants.
Bucket/Container: For safely storing retrieved items, especially sharp or dirty ones.
Grappling Hook (Optional): Useful for retrieving larger or awkwardly shaped items.
First-Aid Kit: For minor injuries.

Hand Sanitizer/Wipes: For cleaning hands.

Trash Bags: For proper disposal of non-valuable finds.

Phone (Fully Charged): For emergencies and reporting finds.



During Magnet Fishing
Safety First: Always wear gloves. Be aware of your surroundings, especially boat traffic,
slippery banks, and submerged hazards.

Respect the Environment: Do not damage natural habitats. Properly dispose of all
trash, both what you find and what you bring.

Handle Finds Carefully: Exercise extreme caution with all retrieved items. Assume
unknown objects could be dangerous.

Historical/lArchaeological Finds: If you believe you have found a historical artifact,
leave it in place if possible, document its location, and report it to local historical societies or
authorities. Do NOT attempt to clean or restore it.

What to Do with Dangerous Finds

DO NOT TOUCH: If you find firearms, unexploded ordnance (UXO), hazardous
materials, or anything suspicious, DO NOT TOUCH IT.

Secure the Area: If safe to do so, mark the location and keep others away.

IMMEDIATELY Call 911: Contact local law enforcement or emergency services. Provide
them with the exact location and a clear description of the item.

Wait for Authorities: Remain at a safe distance until emergency personnel arrive.

Interaction with Law Enforcement

Be Respectful & Cooperative: If approached by law enforcement or park rangers, be
polite and cooperative.

Explain Your Activity: Clearly state that you are magnet fishing and are aware of local
regulations.

Show Permits (if applicable): Present any required permits or licenses.

Follow Instructions: Comply with any instructions given by authorities.

Post-Fishing

Clean Up: Ensure your fishing spot is cleaner than when you arrived.

Dispose Properly: Take all trash and scrap metal to appropriate disposal or recycling
facilities.



Report Significant Finds: Follow up with authorities regarding any historical or
dangerous items reported.

Disclaimer: This checklist is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal
advice. Laws and regulations are subject to change and vary by location. Always consult official
sources and local authorities for the most accurate and up-to-date information.



